
Second Regular Session
Sixty-eighth General Assembly

STATE OF COLORADO
INTRODUCED

 
 

LLS NO. R12-0947.01 Cara Meeker x4636 SJR12-046

Senate Committees House Committees

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 12-046 

CONCERNING THE REMEMBRANCE OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN101

GENOCIDE AND THE DESIGNATION OF NOVEMBER 2012 AS FIRST102

NATION APPRECIATION MONTH IN THE STATE OF COLORADO.103

WHEREAS, American Indians were the original inhabitants of the1
lands that now constitute the United States and thus played a unique role2
in the shaping of our nation's history and culture; and3

WHEREAS, The story of American Indians in our country is a4
record of endurance, survival, adaptation, and creativity in the face of5
overwhelming obstacles; and6

WHEREAS, Many people of European descent are unaware of the7
catastrophe that indigenous peoples of America endured as a result of the8
arrival of Europeans on the North American landmass; and9
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WHEREAS, Demographers estimate that there were 18 million1
indigenous people in North America north of the Rio Grande in the last2
decade of the 15th century; and3

WHEREAS, As of the 2010 United States Census, the American4
Indian population has been reduced to 1.7% of the entire United States5
population; and6

WHEREAS, Many American Indian deaths were caused7
intentionally or because of disease, which was intensified by volitional8
acts of cruelty, such as forced migrations, deprivation of nutrition, and9
enslavement; and10

WHEREAS, American Indians have endured many hardships at11
the hands of early settlers and their descendants; and12

WHEREAS, The vast majority of the Cherokee Nation, comprised13
of some 28,000 people, were forcibly removed from their ancestral lands14
in Georgia by the United States Army at the direction of President Van15
Buren and made to march nearly 1,200 miles during the brutal winter of16
1838-39, resulting in the deaths of approximately 4,000 Cherokees; and17

WHEREAS, In 1864, a group of roughly 800 American Indians18
encamped at Sand Creek in southeastern Colorado, believing themselves19
to be under the protection of the United States government, were brutally20
attacked by Colorado Territory militia, who killed between 150 and 20021
people, mostly elderly men, women, and children; and22

WHEREAS, Numerous treaties were made between the American23
government and various American Indian nations, and the vast majority24
of these treaties were broken by the American government; and25

WHEREAS, The Colorado General Assembly has recognized and26
memorialized the victims of genocide in Europe against the Jews, in the27
Middle East against the Armenians, and in Africa against the Sudanese;28
and29

WHEREAS, A common element in genocide is the creation of a30
myth that the victims are in some way not part of the human family; and31

WHEREAS, This element was present in the treatment of the32
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American Indians on their own native land; and1

WHEREAS, Despite such traumatic suffering, American Indians2
have made distinct and important contributions to the United States3
through art, culture, strength and spirit, vibrant customs and celebrations,4
a sense of history, and a sense of purpose, all of which enliven and enrich5
our nation; and6

WHEREAS, American Indian societies exhibited a deep respect7
for the earth and its resources, and such values are widely held today; and8

WHEREAS, American Indians have served with valor in every9
American conflict, from the Revolutionary War to the contributions of the10
Navajo Code Talkers of World War II to the war against terrorism and11
Operation Enduring Freedom; and12

WHEREAS, In honor of the service and sacrifice of the First13
Nation peoples; now, therefore,14

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-eighth General Assembly15
of the State of Colorado, the House of Representatives concurring herein:16

(1)  That we, the members of the General Assembly, express our17
grief and recognition of the millions of deaths of First Nation peoples as18
a result of North American settlement; and19

(2)  That we acknowledge that early American settlers on many20
occasions treated the indigenous population of North America with21
cruelty and inhumanity and that our federal government dealt unfairly22
with the American Indians; and23

(3)  That we urge all Americans to recognize and celebrate the24
enduring and enriching contributions and culture of our First Nation25
peoples; and26

(4)  That November 2012 be recognized as First Nation27
appreciation month in the state of Colorado.28

Be It Further Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolution be sent29
to Governor John Hickenlooper, Lieutenant Governor Joe Garcia, Senator30
Mark Udall, Senator Michael Bennet, Colorado's congressional31
delegation, the Colorado Commission of Indian Affairs, Executive32
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Secretary of Indian Affairs Ernest House, Jr., and the Chairmen of the1
Southern Ute and Ute Mountain Ute Indian Tribes.2

SJR12-046-4-


