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SHORT TITLE: STATE WATER PLAN PUBLIC REVIEW & GA APPROVAL

Fiscal Impact Summary* FY 2014-2015 FY 2015-2016

State Revenue

State Expenditures $15,792 $13,160

General Fund 15,792 13,160

FTE Position Change

Appropriation Required:  $15,792 - Legislative Department (FY 2014-15)

* This summary shows changes from current law under the bill for each fiscal year. 

Summary of Legislation

The reengrossed bill requires the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) to adopt
and update, as warranted, a state water plan.  The Water Resources Review Committee (WRRC)
is required to review statewide planning for water resources.  By August 1, 2014, the CWCB is
required to submit to the WRRC the scope, fundamental approach, and basic elements of a draft
state water plan, after which the WRRC will hold at least one public hearing in each geographic
region associated with basin roundtables (basin) to collect feedback from the public.  The WRRC
will provide a summary of the public's feedback as well as its own feedback to the CWCB by
November 1, 2014.

By July 1, 2015, the CWCB is required to submit a draft state water plan to the WRRC, after
which the WRRC will hold at least one public hearing in each basin to collect feedback from the
public.  The WRRC will provide a summary of the public's feedback as well as its own feedback
to the CWCB by November 1, 2015.  The WRRC may repeat this process whenever the CWCB
submits a significant amendment to the state water plan.  

By November 1 of each year following the submission to the WRRC of a state water plan
or plan amendment, any member of the General Assembly may request that the WRRC hold one
or more hearings to review the plan or plan amendment.  After holding a public hearing, the WRRC
may recommend the introduction of a bill or bills based on the results of the review.  Any bill
recommended by the WRRC or hearing held regarding the state water plan does not count against
the WRRC's bill or meeting count.

Background

On May 14, 2013, Governor Hickenlooper issued Executive Order D 2013-005 that directed
the CWCB to commence work on the Colorado Water Plan and submit a draft for review by the
Governor's Office by December 10, 2014.  Under the order, the deadline for completion of the final
plan is December 10, 2015.
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The WRRC is a ten-member committee authorized to meet up to six times in
even-numbered years and up to eight times in odd-numbered years.

State Expenditures

This bill is expected to increase General Fund expenditures by at least $15,792 in
FY 2014-15 and at least $13,160 in FY 2015-16.  These costs include legislator travel and per
diem and advertising costs for public notices.

Table 1.  Expenditures Under SB14-115

Cost Components FY 2014-15 FY 2015-16

Legislator Per Diem and Expenses $11,880 $9,900

Staff Travel (assumes 4 staff) 2,112 1,760

Advertising 1,800 1,500

TOTAL $15,792 $13,160

Assumptions.  In FY 2014-15, the WRRC is assumed to hold regular meetings in at least
three basins so will need six additional meetings to visit all nine basins.  In FY 2015-16, the WRRC
is assumed to hold regular meetings in four basins so will need five additional meetings.  Travel
and per diem costs are $198 per legislator, and $88 per staff member for travel, per meeting. 
Advertising for meetings is estimated at $300 per meeting.  Historically meeting space for the
WRRC has not required expenditures, so no increased costs are included in the fiscal note for this
purpose. 

Staffing.  The WRRC currently has research and legal staff assigned to it, so no costs are
included to staff the additional meetings.  The CWCB will have an increase in workload to
incorporate public comments but this can be addressed as part of the workload of existing CWCB
staff.

Effective Date

The bill takes effect upon signature of the Governor, or upon becoming law without his
signature.

State Appropriations

For FY 2014-15, the Legislative Department requires a General Fund appropriation of
$18,432.
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