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Prime Sponsor (s): Rep. Vigil Bill Status: Signed into Law
Sen. Schwartz Fiscal Analyst: Kirk Mlinek (303-866-2756)

TITLE: CONCERNINGAN EXPANSION INTHEABILITY OFA DITCH TOOPERATEASAN
ACEQUIA DITCH.

Summary of Legidation

Current law recognizes acequiaditch corporations, but limitsthe statusto irrigation systems
that supply irrigation water to long lotsthat are perpendicul ar to the stream or ditch to maximizethe
number of landownerswho have accessto thewater. Thebill repeal sthislimitation, allowing water
from an acequia ditch to be used on lands with configurations other than long lots. The bill also
allows an unincorporated association to operate as an acequia ditch. The definition of the term
"nonprofit association” is clarified to include an acequia ditch association.

The bill was signed into law by the Governor on March 29, 2013, and takes effect
August 7, 2013, assuming no referendum petition isfiled.

Assessment

The technical adjustment to current statute made by the bill is not expected to affect the
revenue or expenditures of any state agency or the Judicial Branch. Thebill appliesonly to ditches
that irrigate landsin a small number of counties. The statetypically haslittle involvement with the
operation of such existing corporations and unincorporated associations of the type allowed in the
bill. Assuch, the bill is assessed as having no fiscal impact.
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